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+In the Name of God, Loving Creattiberating Savior, Gracious Comforter.
Amen.

Your Lovayemm | am honored to be at Reformation today in our

reaches to the pulpit swap with Christ Church. Indeed, our

heave”s’an dyol ecumenical offerings the last several years through the

faithfulness to the Capitol Hill Faith Forum and our Easter Vigils have

f('g‘lffiéhteousness been maswonderful. When the Faith Forum started,

is like the strong | came here to Reformation for a viewing of Al

;S;’t‘l‘;‘éﬁl'(fﬂ{g‘;eat Gor e 6 s Animoonviereent Trutiot long after

deep; the movie was released in 200®is movie reminds

e O me of Jesusd commandments to

God. one anothens he had loved thedesus said to his

di sciples in John 14, #dlf yo

my commandments. O L atielrhiisn iGhampyt er 15,
commandment, that you love one another as | have loved you. No one has
greater love than this,toay down onedés | ife for oneds
if you do what | command y@un our commandment to love God and love
each other is iIimplied our | ove for God?od

! An Inconvenient Truth: A Global Warningl Gore, 2006, DVD.
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So this morning | want to talkdoutour relationship with the edrtand with

one another in this week of AEarth Day,
When Earth Day was celebrated in 1970, | was in graduate school and we were
mostly clueless about how hudmsa nke Inav éench d
creation, Hhough we had glimpses now and then. | remereben latenn

about1987 that ad drove to Raleigh, NC every day from my home about 60

miles away (I imagine gasoline was under $1 a gallon). | drove past the place

where a nuclear pomglantwas being builEinally the day came when driving

in my usual route to Raleigh, | saw the smoke coming from the nuclear reactor;

they had turned it oAMy heart sank. | was a bit of a minority on my feelings.

|l guess | was still e ar tdthertimes whemlic hy fr o
t hought what we did to the earth was aw
accreditation site visit in Kentucky in the coal mining area and | was appalled at

the strip mining and clear cuttindnd t hose i nst dawltaes donot
happens inourworldeverydaywd how humankind i s destr
creation

Oneof my colleagues, Peggy Parker, is an

artist. She is an adjunct professor at Virginia
TheologicaBeminarf i t 6 s Epi scopal)
Alexandria, VA. Her outstanding wootku

are exhibited at Washingtétrintmakersn

DuPontCircle Ata recent art shqwPeggy

exhibited a woodcut that just takes my breath
awapecause itds NObout how
kept Goddés commandments a
NOT honored Godo6s creatio
the woodcutind etchingare a sepia or

burnt siennaSx panelsn a collgraph show

exampl es of hopayedumanki nd
Godo and has destroyed th
given us.

and you shall be like God
Margaret Adams Parker ©2007, woodcut over
collagraph wittsolarplate etchings on Arches
Cover, Edition of 7
Imagesize230 x 190

2 TheHarrisNuclear Power plant is one of tim North Carolina- The singleunit, 900MW Harris
Nuclear Plant is located near New Hill, N.C. It is Progress Energy's newest nuclear plant, beginning
commercial operation in 1987.
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There are images of superhighways, traffic jams, logging trucksitoigar

strip mining, forest fires, coal power plants and pollution of various kinds.
Superimposed over these imaged@st@eA mer i can parent with
armaroundthe youngchild, telling the stories tie peopleandthe earth |

Imagine. The parent mde saying as well how sad it is that we have polluted the
earth. The name oftheworks , A And you (&duadntliewhte | i ke
online at the website of Washington Printmakers,
www.washingtonprtmakers.conunder artists, Parker).

é
In Genesis 35, the serpent askEve about what Gbsaid about the garden and
its fruit and Eve says that God study could eat of anything except the tree in
the middle of the garden and if they ate from that one, they would die. The
serpent said to the woman, "You will not die; for God knows that yauesat
of it your eyes will be openeahd you will be like Gogknowing good and evil."

t

So, indeed Peggyb6s woodcut shows how we

evil, and yet choosing evil and destroying the earth Godigi/be stewards
overand tolove

This takes me badikcipleson JEchurs 601 voand 19D,
mother, so that your days may be lionipe land that the.ORD your God is

giving yoo (Exodus 20:12)hen we say thEen Commandmergsometimes
during Lent, we say only, AHonor your

h
|l ove me, you wil/ keep my commandment s.
Commandment s we f i rHononyourféhemmaddwesur says t hi

out how i mportant the rest oodfinthehat wvers

Land that the Lord your God is giving

The people of the ancient near East around the time of Moses, sdy0600

BCE, lived in an agrarian cultuiéie ancient near east of the Mesopotamian
culturesweremostlywherelraq is today andiere mostlemiticpeople living
between the Tigres aBdiphratesivers.The climate is winter wet and summer

dry, particularly suitable for livestock rearing and large scale cereal cultivation. It
Is the source of wild wheat and barley as well asasitbgpats. The area

includes the Fertile Crescerntresent day Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq,
and Iran as well as all of Asia southwest of Russia and the Black Sea and west of
India and Afghanistan. The agricultural history of Mesopotamia cafebred

from many sources including cuneiform tablets and inscriptions, as well as
archaeological remains. Horticulture and agriculture of this region is richly
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annotated in biblical sources. Plants domesticated included the carob, olive,
almond, and pomegnate. From the south (Egypt) came the date; from the
southeast (India) came the fig, pomegranate, and citron; from the north to
northeast came the grapevine, apple, pear, peach, pistachio, plum, mulberry,
quince, and walnutNow what is happening in thp#art of the world is a
devastation of crops, especially wheat, suffering from wheat rust.

So these agricultural details are important because the people had a relationship

with the land. We are far removed from that lifestyle today. Children growing up

on Capitol Hill have largely been unaware of the relationship between the land

and their food, for instance because you can get almost any vegetable or fruit,

from figs todates to pomegranates to olivesn Whole Foods, or as | like to

call it, Whole Pagheck, anytimd-daving a relationship with the land helps us

understand the commandments to love one another and respect the land of our
foreparents of MosesoO6 day, who first heard t
father and mother that yodlays may be lomg the land that the ORD your

God is giving you.

My emphasisn the land is simply eant to say to us that, aside fralirthe

global warming and green issues and greed and oil and all that, if we have a
relationship with the land, we mightcarefdrie t t er . |l t 6s way to
about Earth Day and our stewardship of
harder to tallkaboutit in the Biblical language of the stewardship of creation. So

| et 6s talk about | and other than far ml a

My son Jamies 5% yearsld. He loves the
Rainforest and wishes he
been saving pennies for more than a year to
donate to saving the rain
a Dr. Seuss booK,| ran the Rain Forest

whichis all about tropical rain forestk.

think it was written after the time of Dr.

Seuss according to his stylee Cat in the

Hat takes the young adventurii@roughall

the floorsof the rain forest and shows them

all the cool animals that live there: howler
monkeys, Jamiedglss, favorite

]Ifiranthe RainForedh y Bonni e Worth, illustrated by Aristides |
Library, New York: Random House, 2003.
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