Christ Church +Washington Parish
620 G Street SE
Washington, DC 20003
Christ Church is just two and a half blocks south of the Eastern Market Metro station

Click here to return to the Christ Church Home Page

Pentecost 15C, September 9, 2007
Homecoming Sunday at Christ Church
Rev Dr Judith Davis, 27™ Rector ©
+In the name of God, creating, liberating, sustaining, Amen.

Jeremiah 18:1-11; Luke 14:25-33

Welcome to Homecoming Sunday! Our Scripture lessons today are not the ones | would have chosen for toda

on this festive occasidhigi ve up everything, hate your parents,
Thanks,btt I think I 6l1 go to another church where th
I think 16l go to the AMegaChurch. o

| promised a few months ago, | would preacha he megachurch, so here goes
MegaQwurch with the recent deaths of evangelical personalities like Jerry Faldathesd&ennedy, both
founders of conservative evangelical <churches and

Coral RidgePresbyteria@hurchwhere BillyGraham once preached to more tH&7000people
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Il visited a Megachurch in Orlando, Florida | ast f
where you can sip your cappuccino and listen to a soft apoas@éand and view the pastoy live video

streaming, if youdre not quite r°¢
Thegraduahymn todaglls us to take the auditorium, which probably seats 2,000. The praise band sang
up our cross and follow Jesus. Thee. one song, fACome, Thou Fount of E\

communion hymn says, thenthere. A Chur chedd and many prhepasterhalongs
turning back. The closing hymn ask a very evangelical sermon about the great outreach the church does

go forth for God. This is our calling. and how Jesus calls us to that service, a noble theme, of course. After
for thoseho are newly baptizedanc t he service, we got our fADiscove.l
live in this neighborhood for a while  our Americano from the café and theere invited to sign up for

for those who have movedtoanev v ar i ous smal |l groups and acti vit]
who will carry out this ministry in a | to-besavedrombeinggay group, the recovery group for drugs, one
way and place, and also forallofu f o r al cohol, the mends breakfast

have come Home this day to begin and welcoming anencouraged us to come back the next week. It
our life in thigreat community of fait! \yas all pretty great, lively, casual, and very performance oriented and
entertainment focused. People seem to come back though, and the
commitment, or costfidndt r eal ly so high. You
AfRan Forest Sunday School wing, 06 whaincdh ynoyu sporno bwaobu
have to sign up for breakfast, coffee hour or reading the lessons

So why bother with all this talk about taking up your cross and everything Jgsusrisgsa i n t oday 6 s
|l east theydére not preaching all this sacrifice an

Diana Butler Basshe author of the awawdinning Christianity for the Rest of Us: How the Neighborhood Church i
Transforming the FéitHar per One), i s a popul ar Episcopal wri
her lectures. She has a Ph.D. from Duke in American religious hRamgntly in a blog about the death of

James Kennedy, Butiggiss said this:

AnHi s [ K&rangestdontdimitjon to the [Religious Right and Moral Majority] movement was his
passionate belief that America was founded as a Christian nation and developing media to carry that message

across the globe. AOur joprioslBomedc!| @wmaAmereircart
preaching, politics, and public ministry flowed from this central idlearte st or e Ch Butlet i an A
Bass says that Kennedy (and his coll eaguesmaynd f o

well have been possible to believe in a Christian America. Churches stood on every puldliz geprarago
members of the clergy shaped public opinion on every issue; schoolchildren uttered Protestant prayers and
read Protestant scripturesddiba ny peopl e from Kenmerdmgnethayener ati o
remembeda vanished Christian world, an ordered society with Protestant faith at the center. Much of the

Religious Rightoés energy derives fromaafaodesiChe itsd
But somehow, the Christianizing of America doesnbé
when he talked about taking up your cross. BBters s s ai d t hat AKennedyods nos
resemblancetoours. Thegsi on of todayds church, seems more to

in practice of faith and justice, eneigiz their hope for the future.
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Largemegachurcleongregations may or may not be a true indicator of faithfulness to the gosgighesom

they are, sometimes they are not. But if the gospels make one thing clear, it is that Jesus never regarded a lar
following as a good sign. In fact, he seemed intent on a regular basis to thin out the crowds that followed him.
To Jes us @gefottowmg probably meant that a lot of those folks did not know what they were doing

in following the crowd.

The closing verses of Luke 14 are a classic example. Notice how Luke structures the narrative. We are told in
verse 25 thatravetgegcwowds Jweus ot only to have Je
of people to say some things that seemed calculated to turn people off. Luke does not directly tell us that Jesu
said what he did BECAUSE the crowds were so large, but tleairig ttle implication.

But Jesus then goes on to tell two quasi parables (they are really more like analogies) that talk about counting
the cost and doing prudent calculations in advance of undertaking major projects. The upshot of these two
analogies isasy enough to discern. But the way Jesus told them seems tohaandddftebuke to the crowd.
ltds al most as though Jesus is chiding the many p
they were doing in that they were the oneshaabin fact NOT counted the cost ahead of time. They were

the people who had to abandon a building project before it was finished because they ran out of money. They
were the people who had gone to war against a superior opponent due to lack of pradeatauk as to

the strength of the enemy.

Twice Jesus says that you have to give up everything and take up a cross if you are going to follow him. The
implication is that these people had not done that but had found it altogether too easy tolifadl betbind

Jesus. Jesus, of course, does not call us to abandon our children or abdicate responsibility. When we give up
our life, Jesus returns it to us, but with a difference: what we get back from Jesusismpeaniddgs in which

service and theoting out of cups of cold water in his name mean more than the sum total of the rat race ever
could. We receive from Jesus a life which, to some people, looks like "no life" whatsoever. We live a gospel
which offends those who refuse to surrender. "But derafraid of those folks," Jesus gently says. "If you've
surrendered to me, then I've got you. I've got you, and I'm not letting go. Ever."

And | think t hat 6 smalehuech on®apiforHdl wizelke avelgather with neighibars and
friends and some of you who faithfully commute in from other neighborhoods to ,jetherg two or three

are gathered and Christ is present among b iswherewe care about each other and our neighbors, where

we reach out in love to each otheherewecome to do ministry, learn, feast together and become equipped

in this sacred meal and our breakfast and |l uncheo

ltés where we come in |l ove and f el | owHllhlkpwetdd bi d
to Sue Alford and Lil Fidler last year when they retired to Athens, GA, and today we bid farewell to Ann
Erdman who has been a part of this fellowship of Christ for 35 years. When Lil was taken ill with multiple
myeloma in April she wisld so much she was here among us where we could care for her and pray with her
and love her in ChrisiWhere we could remind her that she belongs to Jesus fddewenonored | was to

do her funeral in Vermont last month and we will gather in a few weskwember her in this special place

as well. She said she didndét find a church 1like o
Pet er 6 s i BaintsReh@asth Beach, Butk ylou will find faithful communitideretwo or three are
gathered together to |live out t he gospel i mper at
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Today we welcome into this faithful, small, megachurchcommunity, Alexander Gilles Hermann, who

comes to be baptized in the name of God, Father, Son an&ploty We promise Alexander that we will

support him in his life in Christ, that we will care for him and nurture him, that we will help him learn in
Sunday School and teach him to make sandwiches for the homeless and collect school suppliesyor our need
neighbors and make Thanksgiving baskets for those who need them. We also promise to be there for him,
with the two or three gathered. We promise to play with him and laugh with him and cry with him when we
need to do that. remember when Jamie wasbapte d t hat Chri sti an Betts, wh
teach hi m h Qdamietwill tedrle Aleaanderchgw t@run laps at coffee hour.

Each of has a role in helping the newly bapt&ed, you have shared so many memories in this place of
laughing and crying and playing and quilting and serving on vestry and outreach and ev¥ndhiage

been such a great part of this church family and now you will go forth for God to another one, knowing that as
alum,or as part of the Christ Church D@wa,our church family is always ytname and you belong to

Christ for ever

No one of us is ever replaceable in this faith community ancbthisiunityis small enough that we will
remember those who share it with us. | was a speck in a sea oftghefdsaovery Church in Orlando, but

I know that you who contaroughthese red doors will find a home, for as long as you can stay. These doors
are always open to you to come and share in lovellvashipand gradually, to count the cost of

discipleship, not by sacrifice, but by love and grace.

The graduahymn todayells us to take up our cross and follow Jesus. The communion hymn says, then there
is no turning back. The closing hymn asks us to go forth for God. This is our calling then, fehthase

newly baptized and will live in this neighborhood for a while, and for those who have moved to a new place,
who will carry out this ministry in a new way and place, and also for all of us who have come Home this day to
begin again our life in thgreat community of faith.

Here this challenge then, from the c¢closing hymn,
faint, give courage to the weak; help the afflicted; richly from above his love supplies the grace and power we
seek. Gd ort h for God; go to the world in joy; to ser
our every gift employ, rejoicing in the Holy Spir

God this fallin this beloved communitAmen. ..
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